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ENORIOUS LSS
- BY GOVERNIENT
BUYING LEATHER

Purchased Greatly in Ex-
cess of Needs, to Be Sae-
rificed Now.

EXTRAVAGANCE SHOWN

Vast Stock Held Two Years
After Dealers Would Have |
Bought It Back,

MARKET IS8 DISREGARDED

Dealers Allowed to Buy From
Themselves, Bills Paid
Without Question.

Bpecial Despatch fo Trr New Yore Hpmine

New York Herald Buapean, |
Washingtan, D. €., Oct. 20, {

With the second of the
signing of the armlst femw

2 only a

days away, the War Department has
Just announced of
contract looking to the disposal of its
enormous surplus stock of harness nnd
cut leather. The purchase of this ma-
terlal during the war, In quantities so
far In excess of actual possible
needs as to draw the fire of Congress,
sent the prices of all leather
skyward,

An appalling dl=crepancy hetween
the amount of material bought at pro-
hibitively hlgh prices Ly the Govern-
ment and what Iy needed
for war purposes d In an
analysis of the d iting sti
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| committee the United States had In all
| during the period of the war 580,182
| horses, of which only 87,9048 were
ipped overseas and 96,000 died. Be-
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ness and injury, and because anlmals
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‘or these animals, only a part of
being draft mules and artillery
| the War Department bought

6 double sets of harness and 110,-
ngle sets, The Qovernment bought

1 Giovernment bought 2,033,304 nose

of shoes and recelved deliveries of
LL97.450 palrs for 3,513,837 men.

“In view of the dismal failure to pro-
duee the principal things solidiers need
to flght with—guns and shells, gas, nero-
plones and tanks” says Representative
W. J.
the maln Investignting committee, in
elting the figures just given, "it Is amaz-
ing to know what excessive orders and
expenditures there were on other leas
eazential things.

Price Higher Than the Market.

All thls equipment, largely In excess
of any possible need, was acquired at a
price eonsiderably higher than the very
highest price then prevalling, the ex-
planation ziven being that it was paild
to stimulate production. In addition
to the purchases above mentioned, as
well as many articles of sjuipment of
that nature not touched upon, there was
an hand when the armistice was slgned
1,800,000 pounds of black harness leather,

The general market had been swept
almost clean of leather. The farmers
could not buy harness and the Amerlcan
people were paying prohibitive prices for
r. To cgp the climax, according
to eriticlsm volfed in Congress, the Ad-
ministration, seemingly not content with
having proved itself the worst enemy of
its own peopla by such reckless buying,
3 Inued to hold the material In its
houses, é
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that following the jwar thelr mall was
hexvy with the appeals of leather muon-
ulacturers that they be glven an oppor-
tunity to buy both the raw material held
by the Government and also the manu-
factured products, which, where neces-
sary, they would make over for com-
ercial uses, so great was their need
ither, They say What prompt ace-
tlon at that time would have permitted
the War Department to readily dlspose
of whnt it npw clalms was “n white
elephant*

ftem In particular among those
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millar with the sybjeot matter,

“Why, the War Department might as
well have bought every horse and mule
an individual toothbrush,” is the com-
ment of Senator Sterling of South Da-
kota. *““The ranchers in my State con~
slder themselves fortunnte when they
can dig up or purchnss from some other

rancher one of the old branding Irons |

used for generations by the Indlans and
good for as many years more."

Branding Irons Inferior.

Not only were the purchasing agents

eEntitics has |

In this department, which with others |
under the general supervision of |
of War Haker, overenthusi-

astio in t number of irons ordersd, but

ST 'I];i_‘-\' also insisted upon a special quality
: ¢ | ¥ s
Graham of 1lnols, chalrmun of | W' o aanner for which the Government

agreed to pay and did pay at the rate

| of 3914 centa a pound,

After the receipt of the hranding frons
by the Govermne aceording to evi-
denve glven pefore  the investigating
committes, It was discoverad that, not-
withstanding the high price paid for
them, chemical analyvels showed them to
be of a very Inferlor grade. TInstead of
penalizing the contractor for not fol-
lowing epecifications he was pald the full
agreed price,

Most of these frons were accepted by
the Government after the armistice and
a short time therealter were sold back
to the flrm from which they were pur-
chased at eleven cents a4 pound. When
this netlon was challenged by the com-
mittes the War Department justified the
price upon the ground that the copper
was of Inferipr grade and that the con-
tractor pald all it was worth.

The execution f the contract covering
the entire *surplus of harness, harness
equipment, spare parts and cut leather

| these

Is with the United Stutes Harness Com-
pany of Ranson, W. Va., espe ally or-
ganiged for the purpose of “purchasing
and reconditloning and converting,
where necessary, and sclling this sur-
plus propériy.”

The United States Harness Compuny
is heanded hy Ceorge B. Goetz of
Charlestown, W, Va,, Its president. As-
socinted with br, Goetz are Joseph'C
Byron, of Hagerstown, Md.; Azel F.
Cochran, of Kansus @ Henry W, Benke,
Chleago: John W, QGoaver, S8t Paul;
Arthur Strecker, M: tta, Ohle, and
Walter Boyt of Iowa. In addition to
these officlals and directors Afteen of
the Inrgest harness manufacturers in the
country are stockholders in the company
and will provide the salesmen to market
the material

Crulsers and Gunbonts Oered by
Nuvy Department.

Wastnoron, Oct. 20—Five old style
warships and twenty-five miscellaneous
vessels are to be offered for sale by the

Nuvy Department by competitive bid-
ding. Tenders will be opened Octo-
ber 28

The five warships include the crulsers
Hulelgh and Clneinnati and the gun-
Liouts Machins, Castine and Petrel, The
largest vessel included in the lot is the
Supply, used during the war as a sup-
ply ship for the naval shore statlons

“All money recelved from the sale of
vessels,"” said the Department's
announcement to-day, “ls to be turned
over by the Navy Department to the
Tressury Department as a refund for
warexpenditures, It is expected that
over a millilon dollars will be realized
in the sale of these vessels.

CIRCULATION MEN ELECT.

A. W, Cockerill of the Utica ‘Press’
Chosen President,

ROCHEETER, Oct. 20,—The New York
Btnte Cireulation Managers Assoclation
in session hers to-day elected the fol-
lowing offleers: Presldent, A. W, Cock-
erill, Utlen Press; first viee-president,
W. 8."Hixson, Syrucuse Post-Standard;
secrotary, 10, 8, lLevy, New York Mail;
gecretary-treasurer, J, W, O'Connor, Al-
bany Knickerbooker Press. Directors, .
A. Roberts, Rochester Times-Undon ; M.
D, Treble, Buffulo Timea; M. J. Burke,
Brooklyn Eagle; G. 8. England, Glovers-
ville Lrader; 8. BE. Blewer, Bingham-
ton Press. .

The selection of the next meeting place
was left to the directors,

ARMY FOOD STORED

ON CANNERS' PLEA |

Continued from Firat Page.

the people, Several of the lending hotels
af this olty appear to have been among
the customers who recelved thousands of
pounds of it and certain of the highest
priced restauriants in the city are on tha
Hst of those who recelved it. In fact,
while the War Department dlsposed of
this poultry at o great sacrifice, the per-
gons who ultimately consumed It In
Fifth avenue nnd in the White Light
district of Broadway pald the usual
menu price,

Nor -was this the only instance in
which suel practices were indulged in.
Mutton, veal, pork, beef, hinds of beefl
and other meats in enormous quantities
have been sold to private dealers, who
in many Instances have sold them to
their customers at rates out of all pro-
portion to what they pald for them, or
Dbave sold, them to restaurateurs and re-
tallers who have seen to It that the
publle got no benefit from the army’s
sacrifice sale.

ADMITS RADICAL LETTER.

Chiengo Lawyer, on Trial Here,

Accuned of Criminal Anarchy.

Isnac . Ferguson, the Chicago law-
yer on trial before Justice Bartow B.
Weeks of the Supreme Court charged
with criminal anarchy, admitted yes-
terday that he was the writer of a let-
ter to John Kennedy of Eecles, W. Va,,
whom he was trying to interest in the
radieal wing of the Socialist party.

The letter was written August 4, 1914,
on stationery of the Left 'Wing Social-
{st party and Ferguson explained that
it wns gent at the suggestion of Com-
rade PFPrank Graham, who was in jall,
Four othar witnessea were examined
during the day.

DAWSON HAS PLENTY OF MEAT.

Dawsoxn, Y. T. Oct. 20.—This city
has no fear of meat shortage this winter
with thousands of cartbou roaming in
great herds up to the very outshirts
of Dawson, Every house in the clty has
heen stocked up with ecarlbou for the
winter and It s estimated there are at
least 80,000 of the animals running at
large in the vicinity.
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The Pioneer Spirit

AILROADS are like pioneers.
civilization and prosperity invariably follow closely.
railroads have been not only forerunners of progress but leaders in
the growth and development of localities whose transportation needs

When they enter a territory,
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The New York Central Lines strive always to maintain this tradi-
tion of service to individual communities as well as to the nation as a
whole. It was for the greater convenience of the public generally
that the Grand Central Terminal, where an average of 115,372 pas-
sengers are served each day, was planned and built; yet the Engineer-
ing News-Record, in an editorial on September 9th, generously gave
the development larger significance:

“The term ‘Grand Central’ no longer designates a mere railroad
station, but a large and impressive civic center.

velopment in the last twenty years is a romance.
formerly smoking stacks and four-story buildings, there are now hand-
some structures—office buildings, stores, hotels, apartments and clubs.
The terminal area itself, because of its attractiveness, has become the
heart of a still greater development, radiating from it in every direction.
In fact the whole surrounding neighborhood now goes by the name of
Grand Central District, and is one of the chief business centers of the
As a civic as well as a railroad development, it is unique
and stands as @ monument to the foresight of the New York Central

The story of its de-

Where there were

In every locality served, the New York Central Lines necessarily
must aid civic growth, not merely as an employer of labor, a carrier
of commerce and an artery of trade, but by linking the surrounding
farm areas to profitable markets,

Those who have invested their savings in railroad securities nave
the satisfaction of knowing that they have not merely aided in rail-
road development, but have helped, and are helping, to open the
gates of national prosperity and progress.

THE NEW YORK CENTRAL LINES

MICHIGAN CENTRAL

BIG FOUR =~~~

- _ LAKE ERIE & WESTERN,
BOSTON & ALBANY = TOLEDO & OHIO CENTRAL = PITTSBURGH & LAKE ERIE

NEW YORK CENTRAL- AND-SUBSIDIARY LINES

Readjustment and Deflation

force the realization of three paramount
requisites of a successful business:

ADEQUATE FINANCING—
INTELLIGENT MERCHANDIZING—
EXPERIENCED SELLING—

Our broad factoring policy for Textile
Mills, Manufacturers and Merchants, will
cover your requirements.

(Call or write for interview)

Mill Factors Corporation

FACTdRS—COMMISS!ON MERCHANTS
354 Fourth Avenue New York.

hauffeurs’ Outfit3|

Entire Outfit—Coat,
Trousers, Overcoat & Cap

$93.50

Owmly

Style! — that's your
first impression. But
when, after months of
service, you note its
wearing power and
how it retains its orig-
inal smart lines the
quality of this outfit
seéms quite as note-
worthy as its style.
Developed in splendid
quality, all wool gray
whipcord

Coat&Trousers, $45
Overcoat . ... . .$45
Cap........5350
Write or call for

Chauffeurs' Apparel
Chart and booklet pic-

Buitl Brothers

Broadway at 49th Street, New York

=

@mm.ercial
Furniture

Increase Your Business Efficiency

by equipping your office with better furniture.

Qur complete line of office equipment is
Convenient to the hand,
Artistic to the eye,
Satisfying to every need.

Quick & McKenna

390 Broadway

Telephone Canal 5160

Do you know that today you can
buy a LOCOMOBILE for
FORMER PRICE

$7550 ™"$s900

The price goes up after January -
first unless manufacturing costs
come down.

LOCOMOBILE

The best built car in AMERICA

LOCOMOBILE COMPANY
16 WEST 61m STREET, NEW YORK CTTY




